[Evaluation consensus melanoma of the skin based on pathologic-anatomic reports].
On September 15, 1984 a consensus development conference on cutaneous melanoma was held. The consensus statement included explicit guidelines on the management of patients with primary and metastatic melanoma. For evaluation of the post-conference compliance among clinicians, 383 histopathological reports prepared by 19 pathology laboratories in 1986 and 384 reports dating from 1988 were analysed and the data compared with those in 324 reports dating from 1983, one year before the consensus conference. The present study is confined to the details of the histopathological description and the type of diagnostic procedure conducted by the physician. There was a substantial increase in the percentages of cases in which Breslow thickness was reported (1983: 83%, 1986: 91%, 1988: 97%). Also, other microscopical parameters were more detailed after the consensus conference.